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           Happy New Year and welcome to 2025, we hope that this year
has started off amazing for each and every one of you and wish all of
you the best from the Alumni Relations Office. For those who have
participated in the Fall Appeal letter we can’t thank you enough and
for those of you waiting to do so there is still plenty of time. The
funds raised go to directly support new/old cadets through
unrestricted scholarships and provide support to cadet activities. 

As we transition into the new year a huge focus here on post is and
always has been recruiting and retention. Alumni play a vital role in
this by using their platforms to spread positive comments through
social media, speaking about it with friends and family and sharing
the impact it has had on you throughout your life. This goes such a
long way in providing support with the donation of your time and
energy and we can’t begin to express our gratitude for all of the hard
work you provide. 

Lastly, we have been diligently working away on this year's upcoming
events and have the dates locked in for Trail Ride, Generals Cup and
Homecoming. We hope to see all of you at one or all and are excited
to provide support and do our best to make each of them as
memorable as possible. Thanks for everything you all do for NMMI,
and we hope that 2025 is the best year yet for you and family. 

Kris Ward
Director of Alumni Relations and Institutional Advancement

Kris Ward
Executive Director of
Alumni Relations and 
Institutional Advancement
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Visit our website for more Information.

From the Director’s Desk

ATTENTION IN THE AREA, ATTENTION OFF POST

https://alumni.nmmi.edu/
https://alumni.nmmi.edu/
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Meet the Team

G I F T  P R O C E S S O R / F I N A N C I A L  L I A I S O N

Destini Hernandez

C O M M U N I C A T I O N S  C O O R D I N A T O R

Karla Juarez

E X E C U T I V E  D I R E C T O R  A L U M N I  R E L A T I O N S  
&  I N S T I T U T I O N A L  A D V A N C E M E N T

Kris Ward

A D M I N I S T R A T I V E  S P E C I A L I S T  

Alicia Morales

D E P U T Y  D I R E C T O R  O F  A L U M N I  R E L A T I O N S

S P E C I A L  E V E N T S  C O O R D I N A T O R

A N N U A L  F U N D  O F F I C E R

Janice Weed ‘93 HS

Greetings from the NMMI Alumni Relations Office!
As your bridge to the NMMI community, we're

committed to fostering lifelong connections and
supporting your post-graduation journey. Join us
for networking, mentorship, and opportunities to

stay engaged with your alma mater.

Alumni Relations Office 
Monday - Friday 0730-1630

Alumnioffice@nmmi.edu
101 West College Blvd | Daniels Leadership Center |

Roswell, NM 88201

Leslie Palombi

Natalie Perez

https://alumni.nmmi.edu/
https://alumni.nmmi.edu/
https://alumni.nmmi.edu/
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CRUISE
ADVENTURE
We would like to extend our heartfelt gratitude to
everyone who joined us on the 2024 Alumni Cruise.
Your presence made the trip truly unforgettable,
filled with laughter, joy, and cherished memories. 
It was a tremendous success because of you!
We hope you enjoyed the experience as much as
we did, and we look forward to many more
adventures together in the future. 
Thank you for being a part of this amazing journey!
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Congratulations to the Winners and Participants of the 
Ruppert-Burton Speech Contest!

Greetings, NMMI Alumni,
This year, the Ruppert-Burton Speech Contest saw an incredible turnout, with

participation skyrocketing from 40 cadets last year to an impressive 120
cadets! Each participant worked tirelessly and delivered outstanding

presentations, showcasing their dedication and talent.
A huge thank you to our amazing judges and the DLC Staff for your time,

effort, and support in making this event a success. Special recognition goes to
our incredible Cadet M/C’s, Taiki Prasertphon and Charley Melton-Hovland,

for doing a phenomenal job introducing each speaker to the stage.
Fall 2024 Winners

Junior College Division 1st Place: Daniel Brown & Lucas Dias - $300 2nd Place:
John Nichamoff - $200 3rd Place: Clarisse Coelho - $100

High School Division 1st Place: Alehi Musani - $575 2nd Place: Amarina Rai -
$475 3rd Place: Matthew Garcia - $375

We are so proud of all the cadets who participated and look forward to
continuing this amazing tradition. Thank you for supporting our cadets as

they grow into confident, skilled leaders!
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Ways to Give
Donating to NMMI ensures cadets receive a quality education and the resources
needed to succeed while preserving the institution's legacy of excellence. Your

generosity directly impacts the future of NMMI, empowering students to achieve
their goals and make a lasting difference in the world.

Annual Fund - (Unrestricted Funds) The New Mexico Military Institute Annual Fund Supports financial need
and merit-based scholarship assistance and helps offset costs for uniforms, equipment, and transportation
needs associated with cadet activities.

Annual Scholarships - Annually funded scholarships are funded each year by friends and alumni. Gifts made
to annual scholarships are not invested and do not earn additional income. As an annual scholarship donor,
you specify the scholarship name and criteria. Annual scholarships give you flexibility in cost and
commitment.

Endowment - An endowment is an amount of money ($10,000 minimum) given to the NMMI Foundation,
stipulating that the funds are invested to earn annual interest rather than spent immediately. A portion of the
annual earnings is used to award scholarships, provide faculty development, or support NMMI programs.

Qualified Charitable Distribution (QCD) - A QCD is a tax-free gift from an Individual Retirement Account
(IRA). If you are at least 70½ years of age and have an IRA, we ask that you consider giving to NMMI through a
QCD. Consult with a financial advisor/IRA custodian to assist you with your plan. 

Planned Giving - Donors who establish planned gifts to benefit New Mexico Military Institute ensure their
legacy will continue for many generations. Estate funds may be added to an existing endowment or used to
create new opportunities at NMMI. Financial planning for the future allows you to direct estate funds to the
area of your choice.
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DEVELOPMENT

https://alumni.nmmi.edu/


Make A Donation
TODAY!

CLICK HERE!
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We are thrilled to share that the 2024
Year in Review edition of the Sally Port
Magazine is now available in digital
format! This year's issue is a
comprehensive showcase of everything
accomplished in 2024, featuring all
alumni events, updates on the cadets'
academic performance, and more.

The magazine features an update on
where our alumni are today and the
accomplishments they've achieved. You’ll
also find a special message from
Brigadier General Voris W. McBurnette,
Superintendent, reflecting on the past
year and looking ahead to the future.

We’ve dedicated sections to the 2024 Hall
of Fame inductees, the celebration of the
100th Homecoming Anniversary, and the
solemn Silver Taps ceremony, honoring
those we have lost. These features offer a
deep dive into the achievements and
milestones that define our community
and its enduring legacy. 

This edition is packed with stories and
highlights that reflect the vibrant spirit
and resilience of our NMMI family,
making it a must-read for all who are
connected to our institute.

2024 Sally Port 
Magazine Now Available!

A Message from the
Editor
Destini Hernandez, the editor of this year's Sally
Port, extends heartfelt thanks to everyone who
contributed their time and input to make this
publication possible. The team worked tirelessly to
prepare a magazine that all alumni can proudly
share and enjoy.

Coming Soon: Hard
Copies of the Magazine
For now, we only have the digital version
of the magazine available. Hard copies
will be sent to the printers soon, so stay
tuned for their arrival. Once we receive
them, if you would like a hard copy,
please let us know at that time.

Share Your Thoughts
We hope you find this edition inspiring and
informative, and we look forward to hearing

your feedback!

https://alumni.nmmi.edu/
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A F T E R  H O U R S
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L A S T  A F T E R  H O U R S  O F  T H E  Y E A R  –  D E C E M B E R  5 ,  2 0 2 4

O N  D E C E M B E R  5 ,  2 0 2 4 ,  W E  W R A P P E D  U P  A N O T H E R  S U C C E S S F U L  Y E A R  O F  O U R  A F T E R  H O U R S
E V E N T S  A T  T H E  R O S W E L L  C O U N T R Y  C L U B ,  A N D  T H I S  F I N A L  G A T H E R I N G  W A S  A  M E M O R A B L E  O N E .

A  S P E C I A L  H I G H L I G H T  O F  T H E  E V E N I N G  W A S  T H E  P R E S E N C E  O F  O U R  S U P E R I N T E N D E N T ,  B R I G A D I E R
G E N E R A L  V O R I S  W .  M C B U R N E T T E ,  W H O  G R A C I O U S L Y  A T T E N D E D  A N D  T O O K  T H E  T I M E  T O  E N G A G E

W I T H  A L U M N I  A N D  G U E S T S ,  O F F E R I N G  I N S P I R I N G  W O R D S  O F  A P P R E C I A T I O N  F O R  T H E  S U P P O R T  A N D
D E D I C A T I O N  O F  O U R  A L U M N I  N E T W O R K .  I T  W A S  A  W O N D E R F U L  O P P O R T U N I T Y  F O R  E V E R Y O N E  I N

A T T E N D A N C E  T O  C O N N E C T  W I T H  O N E  A N O T H E R  A N D  R E F L E C T  O N  T H E  Y E A R ’ S  A C C O M P L I S H M E N T S .
W E  W O U L D  L I K E  T O  E X T E N D  O U R  H E A R T F E L T  T H A N K S  T O  A L L  W H O  A T T E N D E D ,  W H E T H E R  Y O U  W E R E

A B L E  T O  J O I N  U S  I N  P E R S O N  O R  P A R T I C I P A T E D  I N  S P I R I T .  Y O U R  S U P P O R T  A N D  E N T H U S I A S M  A R E
W H A T  M A K E  E V E N T S  L I K E  T H E S E  S O  S U C C E S S F U L .  W E  L O O K  F O R W A R D  T O  S E E I N G  Y O U  A T  F U T U R E

G A T H E R I N G S  A N D  C O N T I N U I N G  T O  B U I L D  O N  T H E  L E G A C Y  O F  N M M I .

https://alumni.nmmi.edu/
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Mardi Gras: Saturday, April 26th
Location: The Peebles Residence

Burgers Orell: Date to be determined, but it will
be moved to August, replacing the Ingram BBQ.
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2025 Albuquerque Chapter 
Event Dates

J U N E  3 - 7 ,  2 0 2 5

C A M P  O F  T H E  T A L L  P I N E S
1 0 5  C A M P  T A L L  P I N E S ,  R D
M A Y H I L L ,  N M  8 8 3 3 9

2 0 2 5
A N N U A L
T R A I L  R I D E

A P R I L  2 4 , 2 0 2 5

5 : 3 0  P M - 7 : 3 0  P M

D A N I E L ’ S  L E A D E R S H I P
C E N T E R

2 0 2 5
L E G A C Y
D I N N E R

S E P T E M B E R  1 9 - 2 1 ,  2 0 2 5

N E W  M E X I C O  M I L I T A R Y
I N S T I T U T E  G O L F  C O U R S E

2 0 2 5
G E N E R A L ’ S
C U P

O C T O B E R  2 2 - 2 5 ,  2 0 2 5

N E W  M E X I C O  M I L I T A R Y
I N S T I T U T E  

1 9 5 0 ' S  T H E M E

2 0 2 5
H O M E C O M I N G

2025 NMMI ALUMNI 
BATAAN DEATH MARCH TEAM

Saturday, March 22, 2025
Contact: Steve Duran '83HS '87JC at

(575) 621-1631

Click Here to Register

https://alumni.nmmi.edu/
https://www.nmmialumniteam.com/
https://www.nmmialumniteam.com/
https://www.nmmialumniteam.com/
https://www.nmmialumniteam.com/
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Golden Hour Thrills: NMMI
Paintball Club in Action

The NMMI Paintball Club captured the last
light of day with tactical precision and
adrenaline-fueled excitement. As the
golden hour set in, the battlefield came
alive with vibrant energy, strategy, and
camaraderie. Each play was a thrilling blend
of skill and excitement, making the most of
the fading daylight. With the sun setting,
the club proved that golden hour has never
been this fun!

Egg-cellent Engineering:
NMMI’s Rocket Scientists
Take Flight

NMMI's students showcased their
engineering skills by launching fragile
payloads—raw eggs—skyward, aiming for
a safe landing. This hands-on project
combined gravity-defying ingenuity with
delicate cargo management, challenging
students to design rockets that protect
their fragile contents. The successful
launches demonstrated creativity,
teamwork, and practical application of
scientific principles, proving that science
can be both fun and educational, one
unscrambled egg at a time!

Dec 2024Dec 2024

https://alumni.nmmi.edu/
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Caps Off to the Class of Fall 2024: 
NMMI Celebrates Its Graduates

New Mexico Military Institute (NMMI) proudly
celebrated the accomplishments of the Fall 2024
graduates. These cadets have embodied the
core values of Duty, Honor, and Achievement
throughout their journey, demonstrating
exceptional dedication and leadership.
The graduation ceremony was a momentous
occasion, filled with pride and reflection on the
hard work that led to this milestone. Families,
friends, and faculty gathered to honor the
graduates, who have paved the way for future
success with their perseverance and
commitment.

As they embark on the next chapter of their
lives, we extend our heartfelt congratulations to
the Class of Fall 2024. Your achievements have
left an indelible mark on NMMI, and we look
forward to seeing the great things you will
accomplish in the future.

Congratulations, cadets, and best wishes on your
continued journey!

New Beginnings at NMMI: Welcoming Our Newest Cadets

Matriculation Day at the New Mexico Military Institute (NMMI) marked the beginning of an
incredible journey for our newest cadets. As they took their first steps on campus, these future
leaders embraced the values of leadership, character, and achievement that define the NMMI
experience. This important milestone signifies the start of their transformation into disciplined
and honorable individuals. We are thrilled to welcome them into the Corps of Cadets and look
forward to witnessing their growth and accomplishments in the years to come.

https://alumni.nmmi.edu/


A quote from the 1933

Bronco about cadet,

George O. Speer 1933

JC, who was killed in a

Polo Game-

“BUT IF THEY ARE

GONE FROM OUR

RANKS, WE KEEP THEM

ON OUR ROSTER AS

VALUES ONCE

INTIMATELY KNOWN

AND AVAILABLE IN

OUR RECOLLECTIONS,

AND IN OUR HEARTS.

THEY WILL REMAIN

FOREVER YOUNG.”

Alumni Reported Deceased 
January 31, 2025
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Robert

Lansing

Kay

Howard

Brick

Roger

Donald

Paul

Thomas

Gerald

James

J.

Michael

Boyd

Thomas

Steven

Reed

Robert

Robert

John

Jennifer

Nakal

H.

G.

W.

W.

P.

L.

E.

R.

A.

L.

H.

M.

R.

W.

W.

J.

E.

E.

M.

B.

J.

J.

Wertheim

Brisbin

Kirkpatrick

Olinger

Storts

Froesel

Jones

Duquette

Lynde

Smith

Scroggin

Sterritt

Beasley

West

Goodwin

Salopek

Upton

Brown

Ellis

Russell

Jo

Goater-Price

1942

1944

1951

1953

1954

1956

1961

1963

1963

1963

1967

1967

1968

1968

1972

1975

1976

1978

1984

1992

1998

2021

JC

HS

JC

JC

HS

SC

HS

JC

JC

HS

JC

HS

JC

JC

JC

JC

HS

HS

JC

JC

JC

JC

29-Apr-20

01-Jan-23

21-Dec-24

 

05-Nov-24

20-Aug-24

 

30-Dec-24

22-Dec-22

04-Jan-25

03-Jan-25

11-Dec-24

14-Dec-24

22-Jan-25

23-Oct-24

07-Jan-25

12-Jul-23

08-Dec-24

13-Jan-25

 

18-Apr-24

04-Jan-25
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